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President’s Message 
by Janine Fraser

“Great things never came from comfort zones.” – unknown 

This quote is at the heart of what we at the BCPTA are thoughtfully aiming for this year in 
order to serve you better. We know that our events and traditions are relied upon by primary 
teachers in BC, yet we also know that we have to step out of our comfort zone sometimes in 
order to find new ways to support primary teachers all over this province. That is what led us 
to help plan and participate in the first ever Superconference with other Provincial Specialist 
Associations this past fall, and it’s what has led us to taking the risk to plan and host for the 
first time an Educational Marketplace in Abbotsford at the Tradex building this spring. We 
know having resources there and sharing ideas on a main stage will support teachers in that 
region of the province, and due to the accessibility of the venue, it will hopefully be attractive 
for a wider of network of teachers as well. Please keep your calendars open for April 14, 
2018 and watch our website for details. 

Looking ahead, the BCPTA is excited to be planning our annual Fall Conference in 
Richmond on October 19. I am excited that we are busy building a conference with many 
inspiring speakers and sessions to select from. Stay tuned to our websites for details on how 
to register. 
Until then, have a wonderful spring and a happy end to the school year! May this newsletter 
serve to inform you and make you feel inspired, supported and connected.	
  

Teaching Children about their Core Competencies with Great Stories: 
When I thought about how I was going to help children know more about the core competencies 
and about themselves this year, I thought about teaching it the way I approach many subjects...using 
great literature for inspiration. So I began looking in bookstores and asking advice from librarian 
friends and asking colleagues for recommendations for books that teach the different facets of the 
core competencies. This is a list I came up with. This year I have been reading stories and having 
children create a response to the story. Then we collect those responses to build a core competency 
portfolio that they share with their families throughout the year.  
I am definitely looking to expand this book list, so if you have any great recommendations, please 
email me at janine.fraser@sd51.bc.ca, and give me the facet and the title of the book. I look 
forward to sharing this expanded list with you in a future newsletter. For this and more BCPTA 
resources on the core competencies- including portfolio pages, see our free resources on TeachBC 
at https://teachbcdb.bctf.ca/list?q=bcpta&p=1&ps=25

https://teachbcdb.bctf.ca/list?q=bcpta&p=1&ps=25
https://teachbcdb.bctf.ca/list?q=bcpta&p=1&ps=25
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By Janine Fraser

BCPTA President

Complete Core Competency Bibliography with Suggested Ideas

Facet Suggested+Story Suggested+Activity

Explain,+
Recount+
and+Re9lect

A Letter to My Teacher 

by Deborah Hopkinson

The book is a thank you letter to a childhood teacher. It’s the story of a girl 

who on the surface didn’t follow the rules but underneath was struggling to 

learn to read.  Its a story about a teacher who noticed and cared. 

“One thing I want My Teacher to 
Know About Me is...”

Have children draw and write some 

things they want their teacher to know 

about them to communicate their in-

ner self.

Collaborate+
to+plan,+
carry+out,+
and+review

+Shh! We have a Plan! 
by Chris Haughton

The book is about four friends who are out in the woods together and 

spot a bird. They want to catch it, but have different ideas on how to 

make that happen. From talking to the bird, to sneaking up with 

nets. But comically, one plan fails after the other. It soon becomes 

clear that their quiet, observant companion, hand outstretched, has a 

far better idea. This story is about the importance of working to-

gether. 

“We have a plan...”

Have children get into pairs and draw 

and write about a plan they would 

make to catch a butterfly (or any other 

task relevant to the children)

Core Competency: Communication
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Poems for Spring!!

Pussy Willows 
By Aileen Fisher 

Close your eyes 
And do not peek. 
And I’ll rub Spring 
Across your cheek- 
Smooth as satin, 
Soft and sleek- 
Close our eyes 
And do not peek.

What Springs in Spring 

What springs in spring?
Buds spring,
Leaves spring!
Flowers spring,
Trees spring!
Plants spring,
Grass springs!
Robins sing
In spring!

Spring Almost Poem 
The sunshine gleams so 
bright and warm, 
The sky is blue and clear. 
I run outside without a 
coat, 
And spring is almost here. 

Then before I know it, 
Small clouds have blown 
together, 
Till the sun just can’t get 
through them, 
And again, it’s mitten 
weather.

Caterpillar Poem
I started as a tiny egg  
Upon a leaf of green.  
And now I stay upon the 
leaf  
So I will not be seen. 
Soon I'll build a chrysalis  
Upon a limb up high.  
I'll stay a while and then 
come out 
And be a butterfly.
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Eric Carle Art

Prior	
  to	
  art	
  lesson:	
  
Read	
  many	
  different	
  books	
  over	
  2me	
  and	
  discuss	
  how	
  he	
  illustrates	
  his	
  books.	
  

Lesson	
  1	
  
Place	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  colours	
  of	
  paint	
  out	
  on	
  the	
  tables	
  with	
  different	
  pain7ng	
  tools.	
  
Students	
  create	
  many	
  different	
  papers	
  combining	
  colours.	
  There	
  must	
  be	
  a	
  large	
  selec7on	
  of	
  
papers	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  choose	
  from.	
  Have	
  single	
  colour	
  papers,	
  warm	
  colour	
  papers,	
  cool	
  
colour	
  papers,	
  and	
  blended	
  colour	
  papers.	
  

Lesson	
  2	
  
Students	
  plan	
  out	
  their	
  designs	
  on	
  8.5x11	
  so	
  they	
  will	
  know	
  what	
  sizes	
  and	
  shapes	
  (referring	
  
to	
  puzzle	
  pieces	
  help	
  the	
  students	
  understand	
  how	
  to	
  plan)	
  they	
  will	
  need	
  for	
  their	
  art.	
  

Lesson	
  3	
  
Helper	
  or	
  teacher	
  sits	
  at	
  a	
  table	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  dried	
  papers.	
  Students	
  must	
  ask	
  for	
  7ny,	
  small,	
  
medium,	
  or	
  large	
  pieces	
  of	
  certain	
  colours.	
  They	
  are	
  provided	
  rectangular	
  pieces	
  that	
  they	
  
then	
  have	
  to	
  cut	
  into	
  their	
  shapes	
  they	
  need.	
  (The	
  rule	
  is	
  that	
  no	
  piece	
  cut	
  by	
  the	
  teacher	
  can	
  
be	
  used	
  as	
  is.	
  Every	
  piece	
  must	
  be	
  cut	
  into	
  a	
  shape	
  to	
  fit	
  the	
  design.)	
  Working	
  on	
  a	
  11x17,	
  
students	
  begin	
  to	
  place	
  their	
  pieces	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  puzzle	
  that	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  an	
  animal	
  of	
  their	
  
choice.
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Eric Carle Books:  
Some you may not know so well!
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Storytelling  submitted by Stacey Johnson, Gr. 3, SD#5

English	
  Language	
  Arts:	
  Grade	
  3	
  

Big	
  idea:	
  Language	
  and	
  story	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  source	
  of	
  crea7vity	
  and	
  joy	
  

Ques0on:	
  What	
  story	
  can	
  you	
  create?	
  

Provoca0on:	
  I	
  set	
  up	
  different	
  materials	
  such	
  as	
  clay,	
  toy	
  animals,	
  natural	
  items,	
  
beads,	
  etc.	
  	
  Students	
  worked	
  in	
  pairs	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  story	
  using	
  these	
  items.	
  	
  Students	
  
then	
  shared	
  their	
  stories	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  class	
  orally.	
  

Extension:	
  Students	
  wanted	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  stories	
  with	
  the	
  Kindergarten	
  students	
  

Next	
  steps:	
  I	
  took	
  pictures	
  of	
  their	
  clay	
  stories	
  and	
  students	
  wrote	
  their	
  stories	
  
down	
  on	
  lined	
  paper.	
  (They	
  found	
  this	
  extremely	
  easy	
  and	
  it	
  took	
  only	
  one	
  class	
  
period	
  to	
  write/complete	
  their	
  stories.)
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Reflecting on the New Teachers’ Conference
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  BC	
  Primary	
  Teachers’	
  Associa7on	
  was	
  so	
  pleased	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  
table	
  at	
  the	
  BCTF’s	
  New	
  Teachers	
  Conference	
  on	
  March	
  2nd	
  and	
  
3rd.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  privilege	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  converse	
  with	
  
inspiring	
  new	
  teachers.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  most	
  upli\ing	
  to	
  see	
  these	
  
educators	
  show	
  such	
  a	
  passion	
  and	
  enthusiasm	
  towards	
  their	
  
new	
  career.	
  	
  Many	
  were	
  finding	
  out	
  what	
  Professional	
  
Specialist	
  Associa7ons	
  (PSAs)	
  were	
  all	
  about.	
  We	
  were	
  so	
  
pleased	
  to	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  let	
  them	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  BCPTA	
  is	
  
celebra7ng	
  60	
  years	
  of	
  service	
  to	
  our	
  members.	
  	
  To	
  their	
  
amazement	
  they	
  discovered	
  we	
  were	
  the	
  first	
  PSA	
  to	
  be	
  
formed	
  back	
  in	
  1957	
  and	
  since	
  then	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  ‘voice’	
  
for	
  primary	
  children	
  helping	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  primary	
  
educa7on	
  always	
  reflects	
  the	
  best	
  interest	
  of	
  young	
  
learners.	
  We	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  share	
  that	
  professional	
  
development	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  focus	
  of	
  our	
  associa7on.	
  	
  They	
  had	
  
an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  list	
  of	
  conferences	
  held	
  in	
  the	
  
past	
  and	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  this	
  year’s	
  fall	
  conference	
  at	
  the	
  
Sheraton	
  in	
  Richmond	
  with	
  David	
  Bouchard	
  as	
  our	
  
keynote	
  speaker.	
  	
  	
  We	
  were	
  pleased	
  to	
  inform	
  them	
  about	
  
the	
  Educa7onal	
  Marketplace	
  on	
  April	
  14,	
  2018	
  at	
  the	
  
Tradex	
  in	
  Abbotsford.	
  	
  This	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  opportunity	
  for	
  educators	
  
to	
  gather	
  resources	
  along	
  with	
  enjoying	
  some	
  ProD	
  mini	
  
sessions.	
  	
  Many	
  new	
  teachers	
  at	
  the	
  conference	
  were	
  
fortunate	
  enough	
  to	
  meet	
  Carol	
  Johns,	
  our	
  past	
  president,	
  
while	
  she	
  presented	
  her	
  workshop	
  ‘Primary	
  Rocks’.	
  Her	
  
discussion	
  was	
  on	
  the	
  Primary	
  Program	
  connec7ons	
  to	
  
the	
  updated	
  curriculum	
  and	
  competencies	
  with	
  a	
  play-­‐
based	
  focus.	
  	
  A\er	
  45	
  years	
  of	
  service	
  as	
  a	
  primary	
  
teacher,	
  Carol	
  con7nues	
  to	
  upli\	
  all	
  those	
  she	
  shares	
  her	
  
passion	
  with.	
  	
  Janine,	
  our	
  PSA	
  president,	
  put	
  together	
  a	
  
wonderful	
  basket	
  holding	
  items	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  
lesson	
  on	
  ‘Provoca7on’.	
  	
  Sheila	
  O’Grady,	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  our	
  
PSA	
  execu7ve,	
  had	
  wrihen	
  an	
  ar7cle	
  in	
  our	
  last	
  ‘Winter	
  
Newsleher’	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  this	
  lesson	
  in	
  our	
  classrooms.	
  	
  
This	
  basket	
  drew	
  many	
  interested	
  in	
  primary	
  to	
  our	
  table	
  
that,	
  in	
  turn,	
  allowed	
  us	
  to	
  engage	
  in	
  conversa7on	
  about	
  
our	
  PSA.	
  	
  Our	
  lucky	
  winner	
  of	
  the	
  basket	
  was	
  a	
  teacher	
  
candidate	
  from	
  Richmond,	
  Cindy	
  Yuan.	
  	
  What	
  an	
  inspiring	
  
young	
  woman	
  who	
  already	
  has	
  insight	
  into	
  teaching.	
  	
  With	
  
so	
  many	
  enthusias7c	
  new	
  teachers	
  in	
  our	
  province,	
  the	
  future	
  
for	
  our	
  young	
  students	
  looks	
  very	
  bright.	
  	
  We	
  were	
  most	
  
grateful	
  in	
  having	
  this	
  opportunity	
  to	
  meet	
  so	
  many	
  inspiring	
  
young	
  educators	
  and	
  to	
  share	
  the	
  ongoing	
  passion	
  that	
  lives	
  
within	
  our	
  BC	
  Primary	
  Teachers’	
  Associa7on.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Grace	
  Sinnema	
  and	
  Trish	
  Hands	
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EXHIBITORS	
  

BOOKS/PUBLISHERS  
Barefoot	
  Books  
CWILL:	
  Children’s	
  Writers	
  &	
  Illustrators	
  
Hearlelt	
  Stories  
Vancouver	
  Kidsbooks  
Kinder	
  Books 
Melanie	
  Ray,	
  Storyteller 
Orca	
  Books/Educa7on	
  Backpack	
  Oxford	
  
University	
  Press	
  Canada	
  Pearson	
  
Canada 
Savoir	
  Books:	
  French	
  Books 
Scholas7c	
  Educa7on  
Witsend	
  Wonders	
  

FINE	
  ARTS  
DANCEPL3Y:	
  Dance	
  with	
  Life 
Harmony	
  Kids	
  Yoga:	
  Kids	
  Yoga	
  &	
  
Mindfulness	
  Ian	
  Johnstone:	
  Children’s	
  
Singer	
  &	
  Song	
  Writer	
  Medicine	
  Wheel	
  
Educa7on:	
  Teddy	
  Anderson	
  

TEACHING	
  RESOURCES/PROGRAMS	
  BC	
  
Agriculture	
  in	
  the	
  Classroom 
BC	
  Buzz	
  Honey 
BC	
  Chicken	
  Growers’	
  Associa7on	
  BC	
  
Dairy	
  Associa7on	
  

BC	
  4-­‐H:	
  Youth	
  Development	
  Program 
BC	
  Hydro:	
  Energy	
  &	
  Conserva7on	
  
Lessons	
  BC	
  Responsible	
  &	
  Problem	
  
Gambling	
  Prog.	
  BC	
  SPCA 
Emergency	
  Management	
  BC 
ERAC:	
  Educ.	
  Resources	
  Acquisi7on	
  
Consor7um	
  For7sBC:	
  Energy	
  
Conserva7on  
Freshwater	
  Fisheries	
  Society	
  of	
  BC  
Heart	
  &	
  Stroke	
  Founda7on  
Rick	
  Hansen	
  Founda7on  
Telus	
  Wise:	
  Internet	
  &	
  Smartphone	
  
Safety	
  

TEACHING	
  SUPPLIES/	
  MATERIALS	
  ABB	
  
Crea7ons	
  Ltd.:  
Box	
  Cars	
  and	
  One	
  Eyed	
  Jacks	
  Discovery	
  Toys	
  
Inquiry	
  Adventures 
Jump	
  Math  
Natural	
  Pod:	
  Design	
  Furniture	
  &	
  Toys	
  Puzzle	
  
Heads	
  Educa7onal	
  Products	
  Quality	
  Classroom	
  
Canada,	
  Inc.	
  School	
  House	
  Teaching	
  Supplies	
  
Skyline	
  Athle7cs	
  Inc.  
Spectrum	
  Educa7onal	
  Supplies	
  Staples	
  Canada 
Wintergreen	
  Learning	
  Materials	
  

COMMUNITY	
  RESOURCE	
  SITES	
  &	
  PROGRAMS	
  
City	
  of	
  Surrey:	
  Parks,	
  Recrea7on,	
  Culture	
  
Centre	
  Camp	
  Squeah:	
  Outdoor	
  Educa7on  
Cheakamus	
  Centre:	
  Outdoor	
  Educa7on  
Fraser	
  Valley	
  Tourism 
Grouse	
  Mountain	
  Resorts:	
  Outdoor	
  Programs	
  
Kilby	
  Historic	
  Site 
S7llwood	
  Camp	
  &	
  Conference	
  Centre 
WildPlay	
  Ltd.	
  

WOMEN’S	
  CLOTHING	
  &	
  ACCESSORIES	
  Rack	
  
Fashions	
  

SPECIALTY	
  ASSOCIATIONS  
BC	
  Primary	
  Teachers’	
  Associa7on  
Teachers	
  of	
  Home	
  Economics	
  Specialty	
  Assoc.	
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!

2018	
  BCPTA	
  CONFERENCE 
October	
  19	
  –	
  The	
  2018	
  BC	
  Provincial	
  ProD	
  Day	
  

Sheraton	
  Vancouver	
  Airport	
  Hotel	
  &	
  Conference	
  Centre	
  in	
  Richmond	
  	
  

Join	
  the	
  BCPTA	
  Celebration!	
  
Launched	
  in	
  1957	
  as	
  the	
  First	
  PSA	
  of	
  the	
  BC	
  Teachers’	
  Federation	
  	
  

the	
  BCPTA	
  proudly	
  Celebrates	
  	
  60	
  Years	
  of	
  Service	
  and	
  Support	
  for	
  BC	
  Primary	
  Teachers 
THE	
  BCPTA:	
  THE	
  “VOICE”	
  FOR	
  BC	
  PRIMARY	
  TEACHERS	
  

The	
  2018	
  BCPTA	
  Conference	
  Program	
  
Professional	
  Development	
  Opportunities 
with	
  a	
  Focus	
  on	
  the	
  Revised	
  BC	
  Curriculum	
  

The	
  2018	
  BCPTA	
  Conference	
  Is	
  For	
  You!	
  
• New	
  Primary	
  Teachers	
  /	
  TTOC	
  /	
  Teacher	
  Candidates	
  
•	
  Experienced	
  Teachers	
  New	
  to	
  Teaching	
  Primary	
  
•	
  Experienced	
  Primary	
  Teachers	
  in	
  search	
  of	
  New	
  Ideas	
  	
  
•	
  Teachers	
  Implementing	
  the	
  New	
  Curriculum	
   

David	
  Bouchard:	
  Keynote	
  Speaker	
  
“How	
  to	
  Teach	
  Students	
  to	
  Love	
  Reading”	
  

and	
  “Become	
  Lifelong	
  Readers”	
  
Well	
  known	
  for	
  his	
  motivational	
  message	
  on	
  “How	
  to	
  Teach	
  Students	
  to	
  Love	
  Reading”	
  
and	
  “Become	
  Lifelong	
  Readers”	
  David	
  Bouchard	
  believes	
  Literacy	
  is	
  a	
  Basic	
  Human	
  
Right!.	
  Moved	
  by	
  his	
  Learnings	
  he	
  wrote	
  “The	
  Gift	
  of	
  Reading”	
  and	
  “For	
  the	
  Love	
  of	
  
Reading”.	
  For	
  over	
  12	
  years	
  David	
  has	
  helped	
  those	
  who	
  need	
  direction	
  or	
  inspiration	
  
to	
  become	
  readers.
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Teddy	
  Anderson:	
  International	
  Hoop	
  Dancer	
  
“Hoop	
  Dance	
  and	
  a	
  Message	
  Of	
  Unity”	
  

Motivational	
  speaker	
  and	
  workshop	
  facilitator	
  Teddy	
  draws	
  on	
  his	
  experience	
  of	
  living	
  and	
  traveling	
  
around	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  witnessing	
  the	
  diversity	
  of	
  cultures	
  which	
  has	
  given	
  him	
  a	
  unique	
  outlook	
  on	
  many	
  
issues	
  children	
  face.	
  

Cross Curricular Topics Will Be Presented 

Well known Presenters Experienced in Effective Use of the  
Primary Program will Include Ways on How to Implement  
and Make Changes Applicable to the Revised Curriculum  

Teach Children to Love Reading and Become Lifelong Readers / Inquiry in Socials and Science, Math and 
Language Arts / Combining Art and Writing / Loose Parts and Learning in the Classroom and Outdoors / 
Incorporating Core Competencies Across the  Curriculum / Using Great Literature to Learn About the Core 
Competencies / Primary Program Connected to the New Curriculum  Provocations to Showcase the Redesigned 
Curriculum / Inquiry Experiment Science Activities  Teaching, Learning and Self Assessing the Core 
Competencies / Building Resiliency in Students Aboriginal Topics / Hoop Dance Workshop / Math Workshops / 
Adventures in Social Emotional Learning / Health and Wellness for Primary Teachers…And More….  

PLANNING	
  FOR	
  THE	
  OCTOBER	
  19,	
  2018	
  BCPTA	
  CONFERENCE 
Location:	
   Sheraton	
  Vancouver	
  Airport	
  Hotel	
  &	
  Conference	
  Centre 
  7551	
  Westminster	
  Highway	
  in	
  Richmond	
  
	
   	
   Free	
  Parking	
  for	
  Conference	
  Attendees 

BCPTA	
  Conference	
  Group	
  Rates	
  at	
  the	
  Sheraton	
  Hotel	
  
	
   	
   $189	
  plus	
  taxes	
  –	
  Single	
  or	
  Double	
  occupancy	
  
	
   	
   Call:	
  1-­‐800-­‐663-­‐0299	
  or	
  Direct:	
  604	
  –	
  273	
  -­‐	
  7878 
  Ask	
  for	
  Delegate	
  Block	
  for	
  2018	
  BCPTA	
  CONFERENCE	
   
  Apply	
  before	
  the	
  Deadline	
  for	
  Group	
  Rates 

2018	
  Conference	
  Fees	
  –	
  Online	
  Preregistration	
  for	
  Sessions	
  Applies 
 $175	
  BCTF	
  Members  $145	
  TTOC	
  /	
  Education	
  Students	
  /	
  Retirees	
  
 $210	
  Subscribers	
  and	
  All	
  Others	
  not	
  Included	
  Above	
  
   
Conference	
  Fees	
  Include:	
  
	
   	
   Conference	
  Opening	
  and	
  Keynote	
  Address	
  
	
   	
   Preregistration	
  for	
  	
  Breakout	
  Sessions	
  /	
  Food	
  	
  &	
  Beverage	
  /	
  	
  Exhibits	
  
	
   	
   A	
  One	
  Year	
  BCPTA	
  Membership	
  or	
  Subscription	
  

For	
  Updates	
  &	
  Online	
  Preregistration	
  	
  
Check	
  the	
  BCPTA	
  Website:	
  www.bcpta.ca

http://www.bcpta.ca
http://www.bcpta.ca
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Recipe: French Toast
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Spring Inquiry:  The Value of Bees and Weeds

Inquiry	
  can	
  arrive	
  through	
  
discussions	
  in	
  class.	
  
	
  	
  
Spring	
  	
  
Saving	
  the	
  Bees	
  
Are	
  weeds	
  good	
  or	
  bad?	
  

Good	
  book	
  to	
  read	
  when	
  we	
  
talk	
  about	
  these	
  hardy	
  
natural	
  plants.	
  

Cooking	
  in	
  the	
  Classroom:	
  
You	
  can	
  find	
  an	
  easy	
  recipe	
  that	
  has	
  a	
  language	
  ac7vity	
  ahached	
  to	
  it	
  for	
  the	
  older	
  students	
  or	
  
simply	
  use	
  it	
  as	
  an	
  oral	
  language	
  and	
  hands-­‐on	
  ac7vity	
  for	
  the	
  younger	
  students.	
  
Hints	
  and	
  Tips:	
  

When introducing recipes to young children:  

 You may want to rewrite recipes, add illustrations of each step  

 Read recipe aloud, and discuss as you complete steps  

 Prep any necessary items ahead of time, but leave the basic ones for the 
students to do 

 Introduce children to raw ingredients (ex: dough, pumpkin)  

 Have all equipment and tools on hand  

 Introduce children to utensils  

 Establish rules and procedures  

 Include all children in activities, including clean up 
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Inquiry in the Classroom 

Asking questions to engage thinking: 

What makes you say that? 
What do you want to find out? 
How do you know? 
Show me how… 
What are you wondering about? 
Why do you think that? 
What is still puzzling you? 
Tell me about… 
How did… 
Why do… 
Was there… 
What will happen if… 
What else…
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Collabora7ve	
  Abstract	
  Art	
  Project:	
  	
  	
  

submihed	
  by	
  Stacey	
  Johnson,	
  Gr.	
  3,	
  SD#5	
  

Art	
  Class	
  Project:	
  Grade	
  3	
  

Big	
  Idea:	
  Crea7ve	
  experiences	
  involve	
  an	
  interplay	
  between	
  explora7on,	
  inquiry,	
  and	
  
purposeful	
  play.	
   

Ques0on:	
  What	
  inspires	
  art?	
  

Provoca0on:	
  A	
  video	
  of	
  an	
  8	
  year-­‐old	
  ar7st.	
  	
  

Experiences:	
  Measuring	
  a	
  canvas,	
  calcula7ng	
  costs,	
  comparing	
  prices,	
  communica7ng	
  with	
  
community	
  members,	
  crea7ng	
  a	
  class	
  proposal,	
  collabora7ve	
  professional	
  PowerPoint	
  
presenta7on	
  for	
  the	
  principal,	
  prac7cing	
  collabora7ve	
  art	
  (abstract	
  pain7ng),	
  	
  

Conclusion:	
  Students	
  created	
  a	
  collabora7ve	
  canvas	
  pain7ng	
  and	
  reflect	
  on	
  their	
  inspira7ons.	
  

Next	
  steps:	
  Visi7ng	
  local	
  ar7sts/	
  aboriginal	
  ar7st	
  in	
  our	
  local	
  community
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Bubble Art

Mix	
  food	
  colouring	
  with	
  bubble	
  blowing	
  mixture	
  into	
  separate	
  containers	
  

Two	
  Methods:	
  

1.)	
  Blow	
  bubbles	
  directly	
  onto	
  paper	
  	
  

or	
  

2.)	
  Have	
  students	
  blow	
  into	
  a	
  straw	
  directly	
  into	
  the	
  bubble	
  mixture	
  so	
  it	
  becomes	
  
frothy.	
  Gently	
  place	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  paper	
  directly	
  onto	
  the	
  frothy	
  mixture	
  un7l	
  some	
  
of	
  the	
  colour	
  is	
  transferred	
  onto	
  the	
  paper	
  then	
  repeat	
  the	
  process	
  with	
  other	
  
colours.	
  

Varia7on:	
  mask	
  off	
  certain	
  areas	
  with	
  specific	
  shapes	
  or	
  in	
  an	
  abstract	
  way	
  with	
  bits	
  of	
  
taped	
  paper	
  or	
  masking	
  tape	
  before	
  blowing	
  bubbles	
  then	
  remove	
  masked	
  area	
  to	
  
reveal	
  results.	
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Math Provocation:  
Multiplication (groups of)
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WOULD YOU 
LIKE A FREE 

BOOK? 

The BCPTA would like to offer to reimburse you for any Teachers’ 

Resource book or Children’s Literature book in return for a written 

book review and/or lesson ideas and photos of something you tried 

that was inspired by the book you ordered.

Book purchases are limited to $40   If this sounds like something you 

would be interested in, please email Sheila O’Grady at 

sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca  with:

• The book you would like to review

• A brief description of your intent 

• The grade(s) you teach and your school

• Your name, address and email 

mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca
mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca
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Would You Like to 
Share a Teaching 

Idea?

We would love to hear from you!  Tell us about an activity or 
lesson you have done with you students.   It could be anything 
from a cool science experiment to a neat art project.  Any subject 
area is fine!  All you need to do is write it up as a word document 
and email it to us. If you would like to include a picture or two that 
would be great.  We will do the formatting, so you don’t have to 
worry about that!  If you have any questions, just ask!  

Subm
ission

 Dead
lines

: 

Spring Newsletter:  Feb. 28th

Fall Newsletter:  August 20th

Winter Newsletter:  November 15th

Submit your ideas to Sheila O’Grady at: 
sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca

Everyone who submits a 
teaching idea will automatically 
be entered to win a $25 Indigo 

Gift Card each newsletter!!!

Winner from Winter 2018 
Issue:

Stacey Johnson

mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca?subject=


 of  32 36

It Pays to Be a Member of the  
British Columbia Primary 

Teachers’ Association

By becoming a member, you will be mailed 3 newsletters per year that are full of 
ideas you can use in your classroom immediately!   

We also have a great up-to-date website for your convenience! 

Upcoming events are: 
Educational Marketplace - April 2018 - TRADEX Centre, Abbotsford, B.C. 

BCPTA Primary Leadership Conference - October 2018 - Richmond, B.C. 

How much does it cost to become a member? 
The fee is $45.00 annually 

What else does my fee support? 
- Advocacy work the BCPTA does on your behalf for issues that matter to primary  
teachers in order to support best practices for kids.  
- We communicate with the Ministry of Education and the BCTF and have been 
actively involved in creating policies and workshops to support Primary teachers in 
BC.  
- Looking at curriculum changes in relation to the Primary Program as new curriculums 
are introduced.  
- Chapter support through annual grants for all registered chapters.   
- Access to additional mini-grants for those chapters wishing to work on special 
projects and organize mini-conferences.   
- Support in attending our Spring Event. 

How do I become a member? 
Register for one of our conferences or go online to sign up for a PSA at: 

 https://bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx 
For more information about the BCPTA 

go to www.bcpta.ca or email info@bcpta.ca 

https://bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx
http://www.bcpta.ca
mailto:info@bcpta.ca
https://bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx
http://www.bcpta.ca
mailto:info@bcpta.ca
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This is all it takes: 
- A start up committee of five or six teachers

- A meeting time and place to elect an executive

- A membership open to all interested primary educators

- Contact with the BCPTA Membership and Chapter Coordinator

- All committee members must be BCPTA members


Local Chapters are provided with: 
- Financial support for two of your local’s delegates to attend our Annual Chapter Assembly

- The ability to apply for a support grant

- Communication and support with the members of the BCPTA Executive

- Newsletter

- Opportunity to communicate with other BCPTA chapters in the province as well as other PSA’s, 

the BCTF and government ministries


Let us help you start a local Chapter!
If you require further information please contact one of us below, 

or visit our website Chapter Information area at:
 http://www.bcpta.ca/bcpta-events-info.php

Contact:
Marie Fanshaw

    Are you interested in 
belonging to a local 
chapter of the BCPTA?
    Have you considered 
the benefits of belonging 
to a local BCPTA chapter?
     If you are interested in 
forming a local chapter in 
your district, the following 
information will be useful.

THINKING OF STARTING A 
LOCAL CHAPTER OF THE 
BC PRIMARY TEACHERS’ 

ASSOCIATION?

http://www.bcpta.ca/bcpta-events-info.php
http://www.bcpta.ca/bcpta-events-info.php
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District Name______________________________________  
Name of Local Primary Association__________________________  
President or contact person__________________________ 
Date of Election	 ____________________________ for the term/year 2018-2019  

President/Contact Person: 

Name ___________________________________  

Position___________________________________  

 Home Mailing Address 

___________________________________________________       

_____________________________ P. C. __________________     

    

Telephone ____________________ (home) _________________(school) 

 Fax ____________________ (home) _________________(school)  

E-mail address _____________________________________________ 

 

Vice President/Secretary/Treasurer or Second Contact 

Name ___________________________________  

Position___________________________________  

Home___________________________________  

Home Mailing Address 

______________________________________________________  

__________________________________ P.C. _________________     

    

Telephone ____________________ (home) _________________(school) 

 Fax ____________________ (home) _________________(school)  

E-mail address _____________________________________________ 

 


Return annually and 
correct any changes to 
contacts’ names and 
addresses.  Registration 
forms must be received 
by Dec. 1st, 2018 in 
order to receive 
funding for the 2018/19 
school year.

Please send this 
information  
sheet to: 

Marie Fanshaw 
mfanshaw@sd57.bc.ca 

Annual BCPTA Chapter Registration Form
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BCPTA	
  Execu7ve	
  2018	
  Contact	
  List 

President	
   
Janine	
  Fraser	
  
Rock	
  Creek,	
  BC	
  
janine.fraser@sd51.bc.ca	
  

Vice	
  President	
  
Leanne	
  Gahan	
  
Powell	
  River,	
  B.C.	
  
lgahan2@gmail.com	
  

Treasurer	
  
Joanna	
  Larson	
  
Prince	
  Rupert,	
  BC	
  
jlarson@sd52.bc.ca	
  

Secretary	
   
Silia	
  Dalla	
  Lana	
  
Prince	
  George,	
  BC	
  
sdallalana@sd57.bc.ca	
  

Past	
  President	
  &	
  Pro-­‐D	
  	
  Coordinator	
  
Carol	
  Johns	
  
Cranbrook,	
  BC	
  
cjohns@bcl.ca 

Conference	
  Coordinator	
  
Grace	
  Sinnema 
Abbotsford,	
  BC 
bcptaconference@telus.net 

Conference	
  Registrar	
  
Trish Hands	
  
Chilliwack,	
  BC.	
  
trish-­‐hands@hotmail.com 

Chapter	
  and	
  Membership	
  
Coordinator	
  
Marie Fanshaw 
Prince George,	
  BC	
  
mfanshaw@sd57.bc.ca	
  

Web	
  Manager	
  
Sarah	
  Soltau 
Port	
  Hardy,	
  BC	
  
ssoltau@sd85.bc.ca 

Newsleher	
  Editor	
  
Margaret	
  Cavin	
  	
  
Prince	
  Rupert,	
  BC	
  	
  
mcavin@sd52.bc.ca	
  

Member-­‐at-­‐Large	
  	
  
Sheila	
  O’Grady	
  
Cranbrook,	
  B.C.	
  
sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca	
  

Member-­‐at-­‐large	
  
Laurie	
  Andrews	
  
Powell	
  River,	
  B.C.	
  
laurie.andrews@sd47.bc.ca 

mailto:tf6895@telus.net
mailto:lgahan2@gmail.com
mailto:jlarson@sd52.bc.ca
mailto:sdallalana@sd57.bc.ca
mailto:cjohns@bctf.ca
mailto:bcptaconference@telus.net
mailto:trish-hands@hotmail.com
mailto:mfanshaw@sd57.bc.ca
mailto:ssoltau@sd85.bc.ca
mailto:mcavin@sd52.bc.ca
mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:laurie.andrews@sd47.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:mfanshaw@sd57.bc.ca
mailto:ssoltau@sd85.bc.ca
mailto:mcavin@sd52.bc.ca
mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:laurie.andrews@sd47.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:tf6895@telus.net
mailto:lgahan2@gmail.com
mailto:jlarson@sd52.bc.ca
mailto:sdallalana@sd57.bc.ca
mailto:cjohns@bctf.ca
mailto:bcptaconference@telus.net
mailto:trish-hands@hotmail.com
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.

IN THE NEXT ISSUE…..

      

       

Our next issue will be coming to you 

in September and it will contain some 

great ideas to use with your students.  

Look for it online at www.bcpta.ca and 

in your mailbox. 

        We encourage you to send us  

ideas, suggestions, or articles you wish 

to share. Email ideas to 

sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca  

  

Coming to you in the 

 Fall 2018 issue:

More ideas 

for teaching 

the Core 

Competencies

Halloween Projects!

Math 

Stories!

http://www.bcpta.ca
mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca
http://www.bcpta.ca
mailto:sheila.ogrady@sd5.bc.ca

